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CURRICULUM VITAE - AZZALIN ALBERTO 
 
Born in Castel San Giovanni (PC) on 20 May 1979 
Residing in Via Marzabotto, 32 - 29011 Borgonovo V.T. (PC) 
Work address: Dipartimento di Biologia e Biotecnologie (University of Pavia), Via Ferrata, 9-
27100 Pavia (PV) 
Phone: + 39 0382 98 6445 
Email: alberto.azzalin@unipv.it 
Email PEC: azzalin.alberto@pec.it 
 
 
Study Titles: 
 

- 2016: Specialization in Microbiology and Virology (A.A. 2010/2015). Thesis: 
“Characterization of new active molecules against Burkholderia cepacia complex”. 
University of Milan (Coordinator Prof. R. Mattina) and University of Pavia (Coordinators 
Proff. L. Pagani and Prof. G. Riccardi). 

- 2007: PhD in Genetic and Biomolecular Sciences (A.A. 2003/2006). Thesis: “Investigation 
of Prion (PrpC) and Doppel (Dpl) Proteins Interactions: Towards a Formulation Of Novel 
Functional Hypotheses”. Department of Genetics and Microbiology, University of Pavia 
(Coordinator Dr. S. Comincini). 

- 2007: Diploma Of “Scuola Avanzata di Formazione Integrata” (SAFI), Istituto Universitario 
di Studi Superiori (IUSS) of Pavia (A.A. 2003/2006). 

- 2003: Exam for the qualification to the profession of biologist at the University of Pavia 
(Professional Register). 

- 2003: Master’s Degree in Biological Sciences (Faculty of Sciences MM.FF.NN.) (A.A. 
1998/2003). Thesis: “Identification of protein candidates interacting with the human Doppel 
protein (Dpl) by means of mammalian two-hybrid assay" Department of Genetics and 
Microbiology, University of Pavia (Coordinator Prof. L. Ferretti). 

- 1998: Diploma of Scientific Baccalaureate at the Scientific Institute A. Volta (via N. Sauro, 
23- 29015 Castel San Giovanni (PC) (A.S. 1997/1998).  

 
 
Professional experiences: 
 

- 2018-present: Laboratory technician at the Department of Biology and Biotechnology of the 
University of Pavia. 

- 2017-2018: PostDoc contract (“Assegno di ricerca”) Department of Internal Medicine and 
Medical Therapy at the University of Pavia, IRCCS Policlinico S. Matteo Foundation of 
Pavia, project “Study of autophagic modulation in cellular models of Celiac disease" 
(Supervisor Prof. M. Bozzola), at the Laboratory of Functional Oncogenomics (P.I. Dr. S. 
Comincini) of the Department of Biology and Biotechnology of the University of Pavia. 

- 2016-2017: co.co.co contract. Telethon Foundation, project “Determinants of Neuronal 
Degeneration in Ataxia-Telangiectasia” (Supervisor Prof. L. Magrassi), at the Department of 
IGM-CNR of Pavia. 

- 2014-2016: contract for research activities Department of Clinical-Surgical, Diagnostic and 
Pediatric Sciences of the University of Pavia, IRCCS Policlinico S. Matteo Foundation of 
Pavia, project "The protein interactions of Shc3 in tumors brain: a proteomic approach" 
(Supervisor Prof. L. Magrassi), at the Department of IGM-CNR of Pavia. 
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- 2012-2013: contract for research activities IRCCS Policlinico S. Matteo Foundation of Pavia, 
Neurosurgery department, project “Shc3 modulates human glioblastoma cell metabolism: in 
vitro and in vivo studies after xenograft" (supervisor Prof. L. Magrassi), at the department of 
IGM-CNR of Pavia. 

- 2009-2011: contract for research activities IRCCS Policlinico S. Matteo Foundation of Pavia, 
Neurosurgery department, project "Selective reconstitution of post-natal neurogenetic activity 
in knock-out mice for cyclin D2 gene" (supervisor Prof. L. Magrassi), at the Department of 
IGM-CNR of Pavia. 

- 2008: contract “CE.SVI.P. Lombardia” at the laboratory of Functional Oncogenomics, 
Department of Genetics and Microbiology at the University of Pavia (Supervisor Dr. S. 
Comincini). 

- 2007-2008: Research Contract at the laboratory of of Functional Oncogenomics, Department 
of Genetics and Microbiology of the University of Pavia, project "Development of a 
diagnostic system based on protein trapping Doppel in astrocytic and leukemic tumor 
biopsies" (Supervisor Dr. S. Comincini). 

- 2006-2007: contract for research activities at the laboratory of Functional Oncogenomics, 
Department of Genetics and Microbiology of the University of Pavia, project "Identification 
and functional characterization of tumor molecular markers" (Supervisor Dr. S. Comincini). 

- 2003-2006: Three-year Ministerial contract at the laboratory of Functional Oncogenomics, 
Department of Genetics and Microbiology of the University of Pavia (Responsible Dr. S. 
Comincini). 

Projects participation: 
 

- Prin 2015: "Identification and functional characterization of autophagy regulatory sequences 
in celiac children: additional markers to improve diagnosis and to design novel therapeutic 
strategies" (Coordinator Dr S. Comincini). 

- Telethon 2014-2017: “Determinants of Neuronal Degeneration in Ataxia-Telangiectasia" 
(Unit Coordinator: Prof. L. Magrassi). 

- Prin 2005: “Molecular and functional protein analysis Doppel in the progression of human 
astrocytic tumors" (Coordinator Dr S. Comincini). 

 
Awards: 
 

- Award in the research field of brain tumors at the Neurosurgery Facility of the IRCCS 
Policlinico S. Matteo Foundation of Pavia (16/10/2008 to 31/12/2008). 

- Award for PhD Thesis available by Italian Genetic Association/Zanichelli 2007, where the 
thesis is deemed "worthy of mention" by the Commission. 

- Study Prize for the Papers: "Interface Between Art and Science: an Exhibition Proposal” 
(2004) e “Regenerative Medicine” (2006), available by “Scuola Avanzata di Formazione 
Integrata” (SAFI) of Istituto Universitario di Studi Superiori (IUSS) of Pavia (A.A. 
2003/2006). 

 
Teaching experience: 
 
 

- 2010/2011 A.A: Teaching assignment for Biological Sciences (V.O.) of Genetics II and 
Laboratory of genetic methodologies at the Department of Genetics and Microbiology at the 
University of Pavia (3 CFU; Coordinator Prof.ssa A. Albertini). 
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- 2009/2010 A.A.: Seminars for Genetics A and B course for the Interfaculty study course in 
Biotechnology at the Department of Genetics and Microbiology at the University of Pavia 
(Coordinators Proff. L. Ferretti and A. Torroni). 

- Tutoring activities for the laboratory course of Genetic methodologies (coordinator Prof. L. 
Ferretti) and Genetics Laboratory (coordinator Prof. A. Albertini, A.A. 2002/2003), 
Laboratory of Genetics II for Biotechnology (European Social Fund, framework project Nr. 
164390, action Nr. 167919, A.A. 2003/2004), of Genetics I (coordinator Prof. L. Ferretti, A.A. 
2005/2006; coordinator Prof. O. Semino, A.A. 2007/2008; coordiantor Prof. A. Torroni, A.A. 
2008/2009; coordinator Prof. A. Torroni, A.A. 2009/2010; coordinator Prof. A. Torroni, A.A. 
2010/2011). 

 
Professional skills: 
 

- Molecular Biology Techniques: PCR, Real Time PCR, Quantification of nucleic acids, gel 
electrophoresis in agarose and polyacrylamide gels, gene cloning (e.g. digestion with 
restriction enzymes, ligation, dephosphorylation, "TA Cloning"), retro-transcription, 
sequencing, mutagenesis. Crispr/cas9 technique for genomic editing in cell lines. 

- Cell biology techniques: Eukaryotic cell cultures (brain cancer primary cell lines, 
immortalized tumor cell lines), transfection (with cations, liposomes or electroporation), 
colorimetric vitality assays (MTT), separation of cellular fractions by ultracentrifugation, 
cellular localization studies of proteins by immunofluorescence or by the use of fluorescent 
fusion constructs (e.g. EGFP, ECFP, RFP). 

- Proteomics: western blotting, quantification of proteins, two-dimensional electrophoresis, 
silver staining or coomassie blue, click-It technology for the in vivo modification of 
biomolecules (proteins), protein interaction analysis in vivo (Two-hybrid assays in bacteria, 
yeast, mammalian cells) and in vitro (co-immunoprecipitation with agarose and magnetic 
beads, with protein A, G or by covalently linking specific antibodies), protein purification by 
immunoprecipitation or affinity for mass analysis. 

- Microbiological techniques: preparation and sterilization of culture media, setting up of 
cultures of bacteria and yeast (S. Cerevisiae), preparation of competent cells, transformation, 
DNA extraction of plasmids and genomes; sterilization by filtration; microbiological studies, 
immunologic assays, molecular assays. 

- Clinical analyses (cultural studies, immunologic assays, molecular tests). 
- Basic bioinformatics (scientific softwares such as ClustalWPrimer3 Vector NT, ImageJ and 

databases for molecular biology as GenBank, Ensemble, Protein Data Bank, Uniprot).  
- Light-field microscopy, phase and fluorescence contrast for analysis of fixed or In vivo and 

its preparation. 
- Flow cytometry: - "Muse® Cell Analyzer" (Merck-Millipore): apoptotic, autophagic, vitality, 

signal transduction assays on cellular lines; - “BD FACS Lyric” (BD); - “Imagestream X Mark 
II” (Amnis/Luminex Corporation); sorter “BD FACS Aria III” (BD). 

- Hazardous-waste management in the Department of Biology. 
 
Language skills: 
 

- English 
 

Computer skills: 
 

- Windows and Mac OS operating sistems; programs belonging to the "Office Microsoft" 
package; graphics programs "Adobe Photoshop" and "Adobe Illustrator "; common browsers 
and e-mail programs. 
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Refresher and training courses: 
 
- Refresher courses on "Genetics of Conservation" 10-12 November 2003 and on "Cancer as a 

disease from genome instability" from 20-22 June 2005, at The Congress Centre S. Agostino 
(Cortona, Arezzo) 

- Course "RNA Interference Symposium "(Ambion) at IFOM (Milan) 8 June 2004 
- Gene Signature Course Symposia ' 05 "(ABi) at Università of Milan, 13 April 2005 (Milan) 
- "Training course for tutoring staff" A.A. 2007/08 (COR, University of Pavia) 10 December 

2007 (Pavia) 
- Course "Computer skills" (Scientific English) (School of Specialization in Microbiology and 

Virology, PV) 4 October 2011 (Pavia) 
- Congress “Cytomegalovirus” Human (Fondazione IRCCS San Matteo, PV) 14 October 2011 

(Pavia) 
- CoVDC "Viruses and solid tumors" (Fondazione IRCCs San Matteo, PV) 20-21 October 2011 

(Pavia) 
- Course (Artt. 36 and 37, D. Lgs 81/08) "Occupational hazards and prevention and protection 

measures in a hospital environment – State/Regions Agreement" (Fondazione IRCCS San 
Matteo, PV) 12 March 2013 (Pavia) 

- AMCLI course "opportunistic viral infections in the transplated patient" 11 April 2013 (Pavia) 
- AMCLI course "Using IGRA tests" 18 October 2013 (Pavia) 
- Congress “Candide and Clostridium: two problematic pathogens" (Fondazione IRCCS San 

Matteo, PV) 3 December 2015 Pavia 
 
Publications: 
 

- Author/Co-author of 26 peer-reviewed scientific articles 
(https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=9746799900) 

- Author/Co-author of 2 book chapters 
- Author/Co-author of 21 scientific communications 

 


