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BRIEF PRESENTATION

I am a developmental and educational psychologist employed at the Department of Brain and
Behavioral Sciences, University of Pavia (Italy). I coordinate the operations of two key labor
atories: the Laboratory of Social Cognition (LASC) and the Laboratory of Learning.

Within the Laboratory of Social Cognition, I delve into inquiries concerning individuals' soci
al and emotional functioning. Here, my focus is on conducting thorough investigations that s
hed light on various aspects of human behavior. Collaborating closely with practitioners and
educators, I strive to bridge the gap between theory and practice, ensuring that our findings h
ave practical applications in real-world settings.

Simultaneously, at the Laboratory of Learning, I engage in collaborative efforts with families
and teachers. Together, we work towards enhancing children's learning experiences by imple
menting evidence-based strategies and interventions. By fostering a supportive environment t
hat nurtures intellectual growth, we aim to empower both students and teachers alike.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

My research endeavors span the domains of social and cognitive development across the life
span. Of particular interest to me are the individual differences observed in theory of mind—
the ability to attribute mental states to oneself and others. Through my research, I seek to unr
avel the intricacies of how these cognitive processes unfold and evolve over time, contributin
g to a deeper understanding of human development.

Main research topics include:

Theory of mind and social relationships: are individual differences associated with social be-
haviors and social relationships? What mechanisms underly these associations?

e Do people spontaneously take another's person perspective? Are there individual dif-
ferences in this spontaneous perspective taking? If so, what do they mean?

e Promoting theory of mind: is it possible to promote children’s and older adults’ the-
ory of mind? What are the more efficient strategies to do so?

o Theory of mind in aging: does theory of mind change across aging? What are the
predictors and consequences of these changes?

o Theory of mind and pragmatics: is theory of mind associated with the ability to un-
derstand pragmatic utterances such as metaphors, irony and jokes?
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ACTUAL POSITIONS

Associate professor in Developmental Psychology at the Department of Brain and Be
havioral Sciences, University of Pavia (Italy).

Referent for Innovative Teaching for the Department of Brain and Behavioral Scienc
es, University of Pavia (Italy).

Referent for DSA (Students with Disabilities) for the Department of Brain and Behav
ioral Sciences, University of Pavia (Italy).

Member of the Examination Commission for admission to the Master's degree progra
m in Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human Sciences, University of Pavia.

Director of the II level Master in Specific Learning Disabilities and Developmental P
sychology at the University of Pavia

Member of the doctoral board in Psychology, University of Pavia

INVITED TALK:

June 24, 2003 — Invited seminar held at the Centre for Family Research, University o
f Cambridge, UK, titled: "(In)congruence in siblings’ and friends’ dyads: another pos
sible variable in studying children’s relationships".

February 2006 — Invited seminar at the Department of Social and Developmental Psy
chology, University of Cambridge, UK, titled: "Children and their siblings, peers and
friends: continuities in relationship quality and in conversational reference to inner st
ates".

August 27, 2008 — Invited seminar at the University of Oslo titled: "Longitudinal imp
act of children’s Theory-of-Mind and emotion understanding on their social compete
nces and metacognition at school".

December 10, 2009 — Invited seminar at the School of Psychology, University of Sus
sex, UK, titled: "Children’s knowledge about the mind: investigating the relationship
between ToM and metacognition".

April 25, 2011 — Invited talk at the conference "Recognizing Each Other; Learning fr
om the Child's Mind", University of Pavia, titled: "Why we need to mentalize".
March 28, 2014 — Invited talk at the conference "Mentalization and Narratives in Edu
cation: Hints for Reflecting Actions", Catholic University, Milan, titled: "Promoting
mentalization: the role of narratives".

March 17, 2015 — Invited talk at the University of Kyoto, Japan, titled: "Theory of mi
nd and metacognition across the lifespan: combining longitudinal and training studies

February 11, 2017 — Invited presentation at the conference "In the Classroom I Have
a Child who...", titled: "Put yourself in my shoes: promoting theory of mind at schoo
1", Florence.

February 11, 2017 — Invited presentation at the conference "In the Classroom I Have
a Child who...", titled: "Promoting theory of mind at school", Florence.

June 10-11, 2017 — Invited presentation at the XPrag.it Behavioral and Neural Eviden
ce on Pragmatic Processing conference, titled: "Examining mind-reading in the lifesp

an: from longitudinal to training studies".
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e May 28, 2019 — Invited presentation at the Doctoral Course in Psychology at the Uni
versity of Genoa, titled: "Theory of mind: development and assessment tools".

e June 15, 2022 — Invited presentation at the University of Vechta during the Internatio
nal Week 2022, titled: "ToM at school: predictors and consequences".

e November 18, 2022 — Invited presentation at the University of Vechta during the con
ference "Theory of Mind in school: Associations with academic abilities, social comp
etencies, and bullying", titled: "Does the school context matter for children’s theory o
f mind development?".

e November 2, 2023 — Invited presentation at McGill's Educational & Counselling Psy
chology Distinguished Speaker Series, McGill University, Montreal, Canada, titled: "
Promoting children’s theory of mind development at school: training programs and ¢
ontextual effects".

TEACHING

e Instructor for the course "Developmental Cognitive Psychology" within the Master's
Degree Program in Psychology, Experimental Track, and Cognitive Neuroscience,
University of Pavia (36 hours).

o Instructor for the course "Developmental Psychology" within the Bachelor's Degree
Program in Psychological Sciences and Techniques, University of Pavia (54 hours).

e Instructor for the course "Cognitive Development" within the Master's Degree Pro-
gram in Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human Sciences, University of Pavia (36
hours).

e Tutor of nine PhD students
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